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Director's Message

Two memories stand out as | look back on 2023. One is a conversation | had
with the contractor who was here pouring the cement pad for our solar hub picnic
table. He was amazed to see the number of people coming and going at the
library all day long. He had no idea so many people took advantage of what the
library offers. It was a pleasure to share that we are indeed alive and well, and
our attendance and circulation numbers continue to grow.

The other memory is of walking up and down the long row of tables at our Good
Neighbor Day dinner, just listening to dozens and dozens of people chatting,
laughing, and getting to know each other over a good meal on a beautiful fall
evening in West Michigan. It was so refreshing in these divided times, and such
a good feeling knowing that | played even a small part in making it happen.

| look forward to the coming year of working with an outstanding staff, a
supportive board, and a community that values its library.
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18,228 titles were downloaded by our
registered cardholders. That's a whopping
22% increase over 2022, & 20% of

u total borrowing.

You can use your library card to borrow books from
libraries all over the state, including college libraries!

We shared our items and brought in items
with other libraries 4 for our patrons

7012 times, 55 times.

The library's Wi-Fi was used

A 14,214 times last year.
Q That's an increase of almost
20% over last year, & 60% é\/gg‘

® :
higher than 2021! —_———

There were 47,177 items

on our shelves, plus more than

1 MILLION digital items
available to our patrons.

That's more than

34 titles O
for every person
living in our district.




